
 

 

 
February   12,   2020  
 
Dear   Norwell   Middle   School   Families:  
 
The  Department  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education (DESE)  recently  released  new,            
redesigned  school  and  district  “report  cards”. We  are  pleased  to  notify  you  that  our  school’s  report                  
card  has  been  posted  on  the  Norwell  Public  Schools district  website  as  well  as  on  our  school                  
website.  
 
These  report  cards  answer  important  questions  about  a  school's  overall  performance  and  contain              
specific  information  about  student  enrollment  and  teacher  qualifications,  student  achievement,           
accountability,  how  a  school  is  performing  relative  to  other  schools  in  the  district  and  the  state,  and                  
the  progress  made  toward  narrowing  proficiency  gaps  for  different  groups  of  students.  The  report               
card  includes  multiple  measures  of  a  school’s  performance  –  more  than  just  MCAS  scores.  It                
represents  a  new  way  of  looking  at  school  and  student  performance.  These  report  cards  are                
designed   to   be   useful   tools   for   everyone   connected   to   our   school.   
 
You  will  notice  on  our  report  card  that  we  have  made  substantial  progress  toward  our  targets  and                  
our  accountability  percentile  is  91%  meaning  we  are  performing  better  than  90%  of  schools  that                
administer  similar  MCAS  tests.  Additionally,  75%  of  our  grade  6-8  students  met  or  exceeded               
expectations  on  the  ELA  MCAS,  74%  met  or  exceeded  expectations  on  the  math  MCAS,  and  75%                 
met  or  exceeded  expectations  on  the  science,  engineering  and  technology  MCAS  administered  in              
eighth  grade.  Along  with  these  positive  achievement  scores,  our  average  student  growth  percentile              
in   ELA   was   53.6   and   60.8   for   math,   representing   average   growth.  
 
To  improve  student  performance  in  our  school,  we  are  regularly  reviewing  instructional  practices              
and  assessment  results  to  determine  adjustments  that  we  might  need  to  make.  We  analyze  data  to                 
closely  monitor  and  understand  the  specific  standards  on  which  our  students  did  not  perform  well.                
We  are  also  analyzing  data  to  determine  how  we  can  further  challenge  students  who  have                
demonstrated  understanding  of  the  standards  in  order  to  provide  students  with  instruction  that              
deepens  their  understanding  of  the  material.  We  continue  to  have  a  Literacy  Specialist  in  order  to                 
support  students  in  their  literacy  skills  and  teachers  in  their  instructional  strategies  around  literacy.               
We  have  hired  a  grant-funded  Title  I  Literacy  Instructional  Tutor  to  support  the  work  of  the                 
Literacy  Specialist  and  all  teachers  in  the  areas  of  literacy.  We  also  hired  three  grant-funded  Title  I                  
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Math  Instructional  Tutors  to  support  students  in  math  classes.  The  Title  I  Instructional  Tutors  are                
available   during   the   school   day   and   after   school   to   provide   targeted   support   to   identified   students.   
 
We  encourage  you  to  become  involved  in  helping  us  improve  our  school.  We  see  parents  as  critical                  
partners  in  the  success  of  our  students  and  school,  and  we  are  grateful  for  your  continued  support.                  
Please  communicate  with  me  or  your  child’s  teachers  or  school  counselor  with  any  questions  or                
concerns   regarding   your   child’s   academic   achievement   and   growth.  
 
Finally,  since  Norwell  Middle  School  receives  federal  Title  I  funds,  you  also  have  the  right  to                 
request   the   following   information   about   the   qualifications   of   your   child’s   classroom   teachers:  

● Whether   your   child’s   teacher   is   licensed   in   the   grade   levels   and   subject   areas   they   teach  
● Whether   your   child’s   teacher   is   teaching   under   an   emergency   license   or   waiver  
● The   college   degree   and   major   of   your   child’s   teacher  
● Whether   your   child   is   provided   services   by   paraprofessionals   and,   if   so,   their   qualifications  

 
For  more  information  about  the  school’s  report  card  and  what  we  are  doing  to  improve  student                 
achievement  or  to  request  information  about  the  qualifications  of  your  child’s  classroom  teachers,              
please   feel   free   to   contact   me   at   781-659-8814   or   via   email   at    derek.sulc@norwellschools.org .   
 
District  and  school  report  cards  can  also  be  accessed  by  visiting  the  Department  of  Education                
website   at    http://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/ .  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Derek   J.   Sulc  
Principal  
 
 
 

http://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/

